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POPE JOHN PAUL II

A Paolish boy in love with his hameland, pasionately fond of
literature, the theatre and poeery, He bad no sdea where this love
was to lead hing, I was to sk hien o abandon his friends and his
country and become the reference persoality not only for the
Christian Church, but for all mankind. Symbol of irrepresible
erunst i Growd, he's given his Jife for his missson and despite his
illivess, he's taken up his cross, leading the crowd of those who
believe, along the path wosward God and salvation,

When he arrives in Krakow with his facher, Karol is soll ondy
etghteen years okl But he already s faniliar with the dull pan
cawssed by the void

Bt by dearh, whach first took b mother amd then his beloved
ebder brother from him. In this vew ciev. however, lifie s
brightemed everyday by his fathers love and teachings, deep-
roated in protoursd fit. In the Bvely universry workd of Krakow,
it ix easy for Karol o become o neference figure,

And ver the light-heartediess and the plans of his generaton were
destived to disintegrate; m 1939 the Nazis invade the country,
Feeling the urgent need o preserve Polish culture from sysiemanc
destruction, Karol joins the clandestine Catholic nesistance
However, it is another tragic event that affects his youth: his
father's death, accompanied by the rending solitude he
experiences, revedls to him his priessly vocation s clear and
unescapable.

At the end of the war, Poland falls into the vise of new Soviet
totlitaraman.

Cmce he becomes o priest, Karol understands that his interlocurors
are the new genentions and thewr future,

Mo o cardinal, Kaml becomes mone uncompromisng in the
spuritual guidance of his cty, to the extent of becommng a real
thirn in the flesh for the comumunise government, which tries in
v to eradicate the commtry’s Catholic roots, The entine Chrastian
workd starts to become aware of him.

S0 in 1978, following the death of John Paul 1, s Karol who the
vating candinals acknowledge as the man most suired 1o lead the
Church into the new millenmium. Kam abandoms bis beboved
Poland and becomes the Supreme Fonnff rking the name of John
Paaal 11,

He 15 an uncomventional pope who immediarely clshes wath the
Curia and it rules, As always, nnpervioas to protocol and
formulicy, his attiude ends up by alanning more than one prelare.
But from the very start he congquers the hears of the people,
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COnee again his attention 1= addnesed o the young, Again he does CHRISTOPHER LEE, BEN GAZZARRA, JAMES CROMWELL [
s wtmost 1o put an end o all conflicts, starnmg with the one YEAL: 2005 |
between the East and the West, His appointment makes a breach . {

i the Iron Cortain of the socialise countries,

Surviving a ferocious assassination attempt, Karol personally
confronts the tengon opposing the West to conmunist Europe,
And, with mmplacable wenacity and spinoeal determination, he
contribates o changing the course of history: ln 198% the Berdin
wall falks. Owver Pren vear period the breach is widened,
climinatng the divisioss that lacerated the world

The Great Jubilee of the vear 20000 is the expresion of the
irrepressible and memorable pereverance of his unlimited positive
outlook. Crowds of enthusiastc voung people scclam him. The
whale world looks to the old I:rr.'u:ﬂ‘d'i:lg Pope = a glinanmer of
ligghe 1 chie heart of darkness,

In spine of all the horrors, all the divisions III|.|.H.1II|]I\ ts, 0t 1% alwins
he Alone who continues to insist unaringly chat peace 1 possible.

It & e who conmees to give us hope by saving oo Do o

be afraid”, L H?t -
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